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In  a  recen t  article  in  The  Jou rna l  o f  t he  Amer i can  Assoc ia t i on  o f
Teacher  Educa to rs  i n  Ag r i cu l t u re ,  t he  10  i nd i v idua l s  who  had  con t r i bu ted
the  mos t  t o  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  agricultural  educa t i on  we re  i den t i f i ed
(Camp & Crunk i l ton ,  1985) . T h i s  e f f o r t  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y
impo r tan t  peop le  i n  t he  p ro fess lon  I s  t o  be  commended .  The  men  i den t i -
f i e d  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s l o n  a n d
deserve  the  recogn i t i on  accorded  them. However, fo r  those  who are  we l l
g r o u n d e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  o n e  n a m e  w a s  n o t i c e a b l y
absent--Rufus W. S t imson .

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  w h y  M r . S t imson  may  have  been  over-
1 ooked. He was not  a  teacher  educator  (as  we now know teacher  educa-
to rs )  and ,  t he re fo re ,  d id  no t  have  peop le  s tudy  under  h im  to  remember
h is  accompl ishments . And he  re t i red  f rom the  p ro fess ion  50  years  ago .
As  t ime passes ,  peop le  tend  to  fo rge t .

I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  agricultural  e d u c a t i o n ,  S t i m s o n  w a s  w e l l
known. In volume 1, i ssue  3  o f  The  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Educa t i on  Magaz ine ,  t he
e d i t o r , H. M. Hamlin (1929),  wrote (p.  2) "With  thi i
I n t roduc ing  a  se r ies  o f  a r t i c les  dea l lng  wit;  our  curreft lsesaudee;s

we are

n o n e  will  q u e s t i o n  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  R u f u s  W. S t i m s o n  o f  Massachuset;s’a;
the  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  article." C h a r l e s  P r o s s e r  ( 1 9 2 9 ,  p.  15)
observed, "To  t h e  m o v e m e n t  f o r  efficient  t r a i n i n g  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  o f
secondary  g rade ,  Rufus  W.  S t imson has  p robab ly  con t r ibu ted  more  than  any
s i n g l e  man." L.  H. Denn is ,  fo rmer  execut ive  secre ta ry  o f  the  Amer ican
V o c a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  ( 1 9 2 9 ,  p.  14), "Dr. R. W. Stimson  i s  o n e
o f  t he  p ioneers  i n  agr icul tural educa t ion  i n  the  Un i ted  S ta tes . Many of
us  have  l ooked  to  h im  fo r  l eade rsh ip  and  i nsp i ra t i on  i n  t he  deve lopmen t
o f  agr i cu l tu ra l  educa t ion  p rograms in  the  var ious  s ta tes . ”

Who was Rufus St imson? What  were his  con t r i bu t i ons  to  ag r i cu l tu ra l
e d u c a t i o n ? The  ob jec t i ve  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  I s  t o  reacqua in t  t he  members
o f  t he  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on  p ro fess ion  w i th  the  l i f e  and  teach ings  o f
Rufus St imson. A  c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  h l s  l i f e  a n d  t e a c h i n g s  w i l l
p rov ide  t he  members  w i t h  an  i ns igh t  i n to  t he  evo lu t i on  o f  ag r i cu l t u ra l
educa t i on . Th i s  i n f o rma t i on  may  he lp  p rov i de  d i r ec t i on  and  encou rage -
ment  fo r  the  pro fess ion  as  i t  faces  the  fu tu re .

An  Overv iew o f  the  L i fe  o f  Ru fus  S t imson

Rufus  Whi t - taker  S t imson was born  February  20 ,  1868,  on  a  fa rm near
Palmer.  Massachuset ts  (Ohles, 1978). He  was  educa ted  in  the  e lemen ta rv
a n d  high schools  o f  Pa lmer . Stimson  a t t e n d e d  C o l b y  C o l l e g e  i n  M a i n e  f o r
two years  and then went  to  Harvard  University  where  he  s tud ied  ph i l oso -
phy  under  Wi l l i am James . The works of  Socrates,  Rousseau,  Pestalozzi,
F r o e b e l , a n d  Herbart  occup ied  a  p rominen t  p lace  on  h is  desk  (S t imson ,
1942). I n  1895  S t imson  rece i ved  the  A .B .  deg ree  i n  ph i l osophy .  He  con -
t i nued  h is  s tud ies  and  was  awarded  the  A .M.  degree  in  1896 . St i mson
nex t  a t t ended  t he  Ya le  D i v i n i t y  Schoo l  and  rece i ved  t he  B.D.  I n  1897 .

F rom 1897  to  1901 , S t l m s o n  w a s  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h ,  e t h i c s
a n d  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  Connecticut  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  ( n o w  t h e
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Univers i ty  o f  Connect icu t ) . He ascended to  the  pos i t ion  o f  ac t ing  pres-
iden t  in  1901  and  was  made p res iden t  shor t l y  the rea f te r . He served as
p res iden t  o f  t he  Connec t i cu t  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Co l l ege  un t i l  1908 .

I n  1908 ,  Stimson  became d i rec to r  o f  Smi th ’ s  Ag r i cu l tu ra l  Schoo l ,  a
secondary school  In  Nor thampton,  Massachuset ts . I n  1911 ,  he  was  i nv i t ed
to  become s ta te  superv isor  o f  agr icu l tu ra l  educat ion  fo r  Massachuset ts .
He served in  th is  position  until  he  re t i r ed  a t  t he  age  o f  70  i n  1938 .

A t  t h e  a g e  o f  7 1 , S t imson  rece ived  an  appo in tment  as  a  Research
Spec ia l i s t  i n  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Educa t i on  i n  t he  U .S .  O f f i ce  o f  Educa t i on  f o r
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  w r i t i n g  a  h i s t o r y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  ( S t i m s o n ,
1940). This  book  was  pub l i shed  in  1942 .

S t imson  d i ed  on  May  1 ,  1947 . A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  h e  h a d
near l y  comp le ted  a  book  on  the  l eade rs  o f  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on .

The Cont r ibu t ions  o f  Rufus  W.  S t imson to
Voca t i ona l  Ag r i cu l t u re

When scholars  o f  the pro fess ion d iscuss the cont r ibut ions o f  Rufus
W.  S t imson  to  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  voca t i ona l  ag r i cu l t u re ,  "the  p ro jec t
method”  o f  teach ing  i s  wha t  f i r s t  comes  to  m ind .

T h e  P r o j e c t  M e t h o d

Dur ing  St imson ’s  tenure  as  t he  P res iden t  o f  Connec t i cu t  Ag r i cu l -
tu ra l  Co l lege ,  he  became concerned  over  how agr i cu l tu re  was  taugh t .  As
p res iden t  o f  t he  Co l l ege , he  a t t ended  annua l  mee t i ngs  o f  t he  Amer i can
Assoc ia t ion  o f  Agr i cu l tu ra l  Co l leges  and  Exper imen t  S ta t ions . Educa-
t iona l  p rob lems and  schoo l  re fo rm i ssues  inc lud ing  the  need  fo r  p rac -
t i c a l  s e c o n d a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d . The common
teach ing  p rocedure  in  agr i cu l tu re  dur ing  th is  e ra  was  c lass room lec tu re ,
rec i t a t i on  and  manua l  l abo r  on  t he  schoo l  f a rm . St imson was against
t h i s . He  was  o f  the  op in ion  tha t  too  many  s tuden ts  s tood  a round  watch-
i ng o ther  s tudents  work  and that  labor  on somebody e lse ’s  fa rm was not
idea l  (S t imson ,  1907) .

On S t imson ’s  40 th  b i r thday ,  i t  was  announced  tha t  he  was  leav ing
the  Co l lege  to  become D i rec to r  o f  the  new secondary  ag r i cu l tu ra l  schoo l
In Massachusetts. The accounts  o f  S t imson ’s  tenure  as  pres ident  o f  the

Connec t i cu t  Agr icul ture Col l ege  were  ve ry  favorab le  (Stemmons,  1931) .
One  m igh t  ques t i on  why  S t imson  wou ld  l eave  fo r ,  wha t  appeared  to  be ,  a
s tep down. I t  i s  t h i s  w r i t e r ’ s  b e l i e f  t h a t  d u r i n g  S t i m s o n ’ s  t e n u r e  a s
p res iden t ,  he  was  fo rmu la t i ng  the  i dea  fo r  a  new way  to  teach  ag r i cu l -
t u re ,  t he  home  p ro jec t  me thod , and  needed  a  p lace  to  t r y  h i s  experiment.

Soon a f te r  assuming the  d i rec tor ’s  position  a t  Smi th ’ s  Agr i cu l tu ra l
S c h o o l , S t imson  p repared  a  b rochure  abou t  the  new schoo l . I n  t he  b ro -
chure , he  ou t l i ned  a  new  p lan  f o r  t he  t each ing  o f  ag r i cu l t u re - - t he  p ro j -
ec t  me thod . In  the  brochure ,  i t  was s ta ted  tha t  s tudents  wou ld  learn
ag r i cu l t u re  a t  t he  schoo l  bu t  wou ld  app l y  wha t  t hey  had  l ea rned  on  t he i r
home fa rms  th rough  the  use  o f  home p ro jec ts .  The  p ro jec t  me thod  concep t
appears  to  have  evo lved  ou t  o f  St imson's  exper iences  wh i le  Pres iden t  o f
t he  Connec t i cu t  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Co l l ege , t h e  p r a g m a t i c  phi losophy  o f  h i s
mento r  Wi l l i am James,  and  the  o ther  ph i losophers  such  as  Pestalozzi  whom
St imson  had  read .

Dur ing  the  1908-1909 schoo l  year , S t i m s o n  w o r k e d  d i l i g e n t l y  a t
deve lop ing  t he  new  schoo l  and  i ns ta l l i ng  t he  p ro j ec t  concep t .  The  p ro j -
ec t  method  o f  teach ing  soon p roved  to  be  success fu l  (Thayer,  1928).
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Ear ly  in  1910 ,  S t imson ’s  p ro jec t  work  caught  the  a t ten t ion  o f  two
s ta te  educa t ion  leaders ,  Dav id  Snedden  and  Char les  Prosser.  They asked
St imson  to  become s ta te  superv i so r  o f  ag r i cu l tu ra l  educa t ion  In  1911 .
D u r i n g  S t i m s o n ’ s  f i r s t  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e  t r a v e l e d
widely, espous i  ng  t he  p ro j ec t  me thod . He addressed bo th  the  Amer ican
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  the  A d v a n c e m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  T e a c h i n g  ( S t i m s o n ,
1912a)  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Society  fo r  t he  S tudv  o f  Educa t i on  (NSSE) (Stim-
s o n ,  1912b). H is  NSSE paper , ‘ 31  p r in ted  pages  in  l eng th ,  con ta ined  a
d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o n c e p t . The  te rms  improvemen t
p ro jec t ,  expe r imen ta l  p ro jec t , and  p roduc t i ve  p ro jec t  were  desc r ibed  in
d e t a i l .

The  annua l  Repor t  o f  t he  Commiss ione r  o f  Educa t i on  fo r  t he  Un i ted
S ta tes  i n  1911  con ta ined  an  a r t i c l e  describing  St imson’s work at  Smith's
Agr i cu l t u ra l  Schoo l  (Monohan ,  1912) . A  104-page  bu l l e t i n  desc r i b i ng  t he
home-p ro jec t  p lan  o f  t each ing  was  pub l i shed  by  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  Bureau
o f  Educa t i on  i n  1914  (S t imson ,  1914). i t  was  no t  l ong  be fo re  the  p ro j -
ec t  method  o f  teach ing  agr i cu l tu re  was  be ing  used  in  many  s ta tes .

The  p ro jec t  me thod  o f  t each ing  rece i ved  cons ide rab le  a t t en t i on  a t
t he  1915  Panama-Pac i f i c  i n t e rna t i ona l  Expos i t i on  t ha t  was  he ld  i n  San
Francisco. T h e  s t a t e  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h a d  a n  e x h i b i t  o n  s t a t - a i d e d
v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  (Foght, 1917a),  w i t h  t he  p ro j ec t  me thod  be ing  t he
f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t . T h i s  e x h i b i t  w o n  t h e  G r a n d  P r i x  ( g o l d
meda l )  award  (S t imson,  1919) .

The  Smi th -Hughes  Ac t  o f  1917  con ta ined  a  p rov i s ion  tha t  all  a g r i -
cu l tu ra l  s tudents  were  requ i red  to  have superv ised fa rm prac t ice . Pros-
ser d r a f t e d  t h e  b i l l  ( B a r l o w ,  1 9 7 6 ) . A c c o r d i n g  t o  D e y o e  (1943)  a n d
Thayer  (1928),  there  was no doubt  tha t  the  work  o f  S t imson served as  the
mode l  fo r  the  superv ised  p rac t i ce  aspec t  o f  the  leg is la t ion .

P r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t o r s  s o o n  a d a p t e d  S t i m s o n ’ s  p r o j e c t  m e t h o d  o f
teach ing  ag r i cu l t u re  to  o the r  a reas  o f  educa t i on .  By  the  m id  1920s,  t he
p ro jec t  me thod  o f  t each ing  was  be ing  used  i n  many  a reas  o f  educa t i on  and
was  be ing  p romoted  by  many  lead ing  educa to rs . H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
t h e  p r o j e c t  c o n c e p t  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  R u f u s
St imson was  qu ick ly  los t  by  genera l  educa to rs .  Many  peop le  e r roneous ly
bel ieve  Wi l l i am Heard  K i l pa t r i ck  o f  Teache rs  Co l l ege  (Co lumb ia  Univer-
sity)  was  the  o r ig ina to r  o f  t he  p ro jec t  me thod . .  Th is  i s  p robab ly  one  o f
the  g rea tes t  m isconcep t ions  in  the  h is to ry  o f  educa t ion . i n  1 9 6 6 ,  a n
en t i re  i ssue  o f  Educa t iona l  Theory  was  devo ted  to  K i lpa t r i ck . Kilpat-
r ick ’s  pro jec t  method o f  teach ing was c i ted  by  severa l  au thors  as  revo-
l u t i o n i z i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

K i l pa t r i ck  became famous  fo r  the  p ro jec t  me thod  o f  teach ing  fo r  two
reasons. One was  an  a r t i c le  he  wro te  in  the  Sep tember  1918  i ssue  o f  the
Teachers  Co l l ege  Record  t i t l ed  "The  Pro jec t  Method . ”  The  Record  was  a
1 di d tl 1 journal of that era. i n  t h i s  articl~atrick
tt&o:zh?y  ‘iiasc,“,“,“,d  the  mer i t s  and  impl ication o f  t he  p ro jec t  me thod  o f
t each ing .

The second reason fo r  Kilpatrick's  fame was  tha t ,  be tween  1910  and
1930 ,  Teachers  Co l lege  was  the  leading  doc to ra l -g ran t i ng  i ns t i t u t i on  In
educa t i on  i n  Amer i ca . Many  o f  t he  l ead ing  educa to rs  i n  Amer i ca  and  t he
wor ld r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  d o c t o r a t e s  f r o m  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e  a n d  w e r e
i n f l u e n c e d  b y  K i l p a t r i c k  ( a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t o r s  w h o  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r
doc to ra tes  f rom Teachers  Co l lege  inc lude  W.  F .  S tewar t ,  T .  H .  Ea ton ,  Ray
F i fe ,  G. A .  Schmid t ,  and  Ha ro ld  Byram).

There  i s  amp le  h i s to r i ca l  ev idence  to  show tha t  S t imson ,  no t  Kil-
patrick,  was  the  o r ig ina to r  o f  the  project  concept .  However ,  one has  to
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d ig  deep  and  be  d i sce rn ing  because  much  o f  t he  p ro jec t  l i t e ra tu re  was
done  in  the  1920s  by  g radua te  s tuden ts  o f  K i l pa t r i ck .  A  f r i end  and  co l -
l e a g u e  o f  Kilpatrick's,  V. T.  Thayer , se t  the  record  s t ra igh t  in  1928  in
a  book  t i t l ed  The  Pass ing  o f  t he  Rec i ta t i on .  T h a y e r  (p.  229) w r o t e :

Some 20  years  ago  R. W. S t imson  .  .  .  dev ised  a  p lan  fo r  rev i -
t a l i z i n g  t h e  teaching  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  .  .  .  t h i s  p l a n  w a s  s u c -
c e s s f u l  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t .  .  . .  What  began  as  s imp le  endeavor  to
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  h o m e  o f  w h a t  a  p u p i l  l e a r n s  I n
an  ag r i cu l tu ra l  schoo l ,  has  deve loped  in to  a  p roposed  "method"
f o r  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m ;  a n d  t h e  t e r m
"project  m e t h o d ” i s  n o w  u s e d  b y  n o  l e s s  a n  a u t h o r i t y  t h a n
Wi l l i am Heard  K i l pa t r i ck . ”

For  a  de ta i led  d iscuss ion  o f  the  even ts  and persona l  fac tors  sur round ing
the  “appropr ia t i on ”  o f  the  p ro jec t  me thod  by  K i lpa t r i ck ,  see  "Where  are
you when we need you,  Rufus  W.  Stimson?" i n  the  p roceed ings  o f  t he  1985
Na t iona l  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Educa t i on  Resea rch  Mee t i ng .

Th ree  o the r  po in t s  need  t o  be  made  abou t  t he  o r i g i n  o f  t he  p ro jec t
met hod. S o m e  b e l i e v e tha t  Dewey  o r ig ina ted  the  p ro jec t ,  o the rs  have
sugges ted  tha t  we  impor ted  i t  f rom Europe , and others  asser t  the concept
ex is ted  be fo re  Stimson's  work.

Dewey  wro te  abou t  the  p ro jec t  as  a  d i s t i nc t  t each ing  method  bu t  d id
n o t  c l a i m  c r e d i t  f o r  i t ;  h e  c i t e d  t h e  w o r k  o f  h i s  d i s c i p l e ,  K i l p a t r i c k ,
i n  rega rd  to  the  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  p ro jec t  (Dewey ,  1951).  Dewey’s  edu-
ca t i ona l  i deas  and  though ts  were  i n  ha rmony  w i th  the  p ro jec t  concep t ,
bu t  t he  p ro jec t  me thod  as  imp lemen ted  was  no t  conce ived  by  Dewey .

A f te r  a  tho rough  rev iew o f  t he  l i t e ra tu re ,  bo th  B ranom (1919)  a n d
McMurry  (1920)  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y  i n
Amer i ca . I t  i s  t rue  tha t  Pestalozzi,  Rousseau,  Froebe l ,  and Herbart  may
have  p rov ided  some o f  t he  ph i l osoph ica l  unde rp inn ings  fo r  t he  concep t ;
howeve r ,  t he  p ro jec t  me thod  as  concep tua l i zed  and  imp lemen ted  as  a  peda -
gog i ca l  dev i ce  was  un ique l y  Amer i can .

The  word  "proj  ect" was  no t  inven ted  by  S t imson . T h e  t e r m  h a d
been  used  to  des igna te  ca re fu l l y  p lanned  i nves t i ga t i ons  i n  ag r i cu l t u ra l
sc ience ,  genera l l y  by  agr i cu l tu ra l  exper iment  s ta t ions . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
demons t ra t i on “ p r o j e c t s ”  w e r e  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  b y  u n i v e r s i t i e s . Some
h igh  schoo l s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  c o n d u c t i n g in-c lass exper iments,
a n d  s o m e  m a n u a l  a r t s  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  h a v i n g  s t u d e n t s  b u i l d  i t e m s .  A t
t imes  the  te rm "project"  was  used  in  con junc t ion  w i th  these  ac t i v i t i es
(Lane,  1926) . However ,  the  use o f  the  word  “p ro jec t ”  in  a  schoo l  set-
ting  b e f o r e  Stimson's  w o r k  w a s  a  c h a n c e  u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m  a n d  d i d  n o t
des igna te  a  sys temat ic ,  s t ruc tu red ,  pedagog ica l  p rocedure  fo r  teach ing .

There  i s  no  doub t  tha t  S t imson  was  the  fa the r  o f  t he  p ro jec t  me thod
o f  t each ing . H is  concep t ion  o f  the  p ro jec t  method  was  based  on  a  sound
ph i losoph ica l  bas is . There  i s  l ittle  d i  f  f e rence  today  be tween  how the
p r o j e c t  m e t h o d  i s  b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  h o w
St imson  o r i g i na l l y  env i s i oned  i t . The  p ro j ec t  me thod  o f  t each ing  was
on ly  one  o f  seve ra l  con t r i bu t i ons  S t imson  made  to  t he  deve lopmen t  o f
ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on .

i t i n e r a n t  T e a c h e r  T r a i n i n g

A f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  S m i t h - H u g h e s  A c t ,  m o s t  s t a t e s  h a d  t o
sc ramble  to  es tab l i sh  teacher  educa t ion  p rograms to  t ra ln  agr i cu l tu re
teachers  s ince there  were few ex is t ing  sys tems for  t ra in ing agr icu l tu re
teachers  be fo re  1917. Howeve r ,  S t imson  had  been  i nvo l ved  i n  t eache r
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t r a i n i n g  f o r  n e a r l y  1 0  y e a r s  (Stimson,  1 9 4 2 ) . I n  a n  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e
Amer i can  Assoc ia t i on  fo r  t he  Advancemen t  o f  Ag r i cu l t u re  Teach ing  i n
1918 ,  S t imson  shared  h is  exper iences  regard ing  teacher  t ra in ing .  Stim-
s o n ’ s  v i e w s  o n  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  w e r e  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  in t h e  f o u r t h
pub l i ca t i on  In  t he  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Se r i es  o f  t he  Federa l  Boa rd  fo r  Voca -
t i ona l  Educa t ion  (S t imson ,  1918) . The  p ro fess ion  looked  to  S t imson
f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t e a c h e r  training. Heald  (1929)  recognized  S t i m s o n
as  the  founder  o f  t he  i t i ne ran t  t eacher - t ra in ing  approach  to  p repar ing
teachers.

T r a v e l i n g  S e m i n a r s

"Most men see  be t te r  than  they  v i sua l  ize." Th is  s ta tement  was  made
by  S t imson  i n  1918  (p. 30). He bel ieved  the  bes t  way  to  ge t  h  Is  teach-
ers  to  adopt  new prac t ices  and improve the i r  p rograms was to  see ideas
in  p rac t i ce . There fo re ,  he  regu la r l y  o rgan ized  t rave l ing  seminars  as  a
par t  o f  the profess ional  workshops he conducted for  teachers . Dur ing
Stimson's  t e n u r e  a s  s u p e r v i s o r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i m p r o v e m e n t
workshop the week before Chr is tmas and a second one-week profess ional
improvement  workshop dur ing  la te  Ju ly  (S t imson,  1918) . I t  was a  com-
mon prac t ice  fo r  S t imson to  use the  Ju ly  workshop fo r  "A  con fe rence  on
'wheels'  . . . " (Heald,  1 9 2 9 ,  p.  4). The agr icu l tu re  teachers  spen t  a
week on  the  road, comp le te  w i th  a  po l i ce  esco r t ,  v i s i t i ng  ag r i cu l t u ra l
programs and farms.

Task Ana lys is

S t i m s o n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  u s e  t a s k  a n a l y s i s
in  deve lop ing  the  cur r i cu lum (Char te rs ,  1923) .  He  began us ing  the  task
ana lys i s  p rocedure  in  1911  in  con junc t ion  w i th  home p ro jec ts  (S t imson ,
1922a). St imson asked h is  teachers  to  take the pro jec ts  o f  the i r  s tu-
dents  and determine what  tasks were i nvo lved  in  each  o f  the  p ro jec ts .
T h e  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  t a s k s  s e r v e d  a s  o u t l i n e s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e s e  t a s k
ou t l i nes  were  dup l i ca ted  and  d is t r i bu ted  to  the  teachers .

Adv iso ry  Counc i l s

H .  M .  H a m l i n  p r o b a b l y  d i d  m o r e  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  u s e  o f  a d v i s o r y
c o m m i t t e e s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t o r  ( C a m p  & C r u n k i l t o n ,
1985) ;  however , i t  was  S t imson who f i r s t  advoca ted  the  idea . Haml in
(1952,  p .  177)  wro te ,  "The  au thor  [ re fe r r ing  to  h imse l f1  has  t raced  the
use  o f  adv iso ry  counc i l s  i n  ag r i cu l tu ra l  educa t ion  back  to  1911 .  Ru fus
W. Stimson . . . apparen t l y  o r i g ina ted  the  f i r s t  adv i so ry  g roup  in  th i s
f ield." I n  a  1 9 1 1  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  s e v e r a l
ideas  were  presented  by  St imson, Snedden,  and Prosser  tha t  were  incorpo-
r a t e d  i n t o  legislation. One o f  these concepts  was the  use  o f  an  adv i -
s o r y  c o u n c i l  (Foght,  1917b).

A d u l t  E d u c a t i o n

A l though  the  Federa l  Board  fo r  Voca t iona l  Educa t ion  was  s low  In
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  S m i t h - H u g h e s  A c t
passed,  St imson was not . I n  Foght's  (1971  b) book ,  The  Rura l  Teache r
and  H is  Work ,  the  adu l t  educa t ion  p rogram in  ag r i cu l tu re  i n  Massachu-
setts was d i  scussed. F o g h t  (p. 217)  descr ibed  the  p rogram as  be ing
d e s i g n e d  f o r  ".  . .  pe rsons  above  17  years  o f  age ,  regu la r l y  engaged
in  p roduc t i ve  ag r i cu l t u re , who  devo te  even ings  to  s tudy  a t  the  schoo l .
T h i s  g r o u p inc ludes  da i r ymen , t r u c k - f a r m e r s , f r u i t - g r o w e r s , etc."
F o g h t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  (p.  217),
"Much o f  the  success  i s  due  to  the  thoroughgo ing  superv is ion  employed .
T h e  s t a t e  s u p e r v i s o r  [Stimson]  c o o p e r a t e s  c l o s e l y  w i t h  e a c h  l o c a l
i n s t r u c t o r . ”
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No Sex  D isc r im ina t ion  in  Agr i cu l tu re

S t i m s o n  w r o t e  (1922b,  p .  95),  "Year  a f t e r  y e a r ,  g i r l s  h a v e  d e m o n -
s t r a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  p r o f i t  f r o m  o u r  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a -
tion. . . . we must ,  o f  course,  agree, tha t  t he re  can  be  no  d i sc r im ina -
t i o n  a s  t o  s e x  i n  o u r  e n t r a n c e  p r i v i l e g e s . ” St imson was a  s t rong advo-
c a t e  f o r  g i r l s  in v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  F F A . I f one examined
the  p roceed ings  o f  the  National  FFA Conven t i on  and  the  proceedings  o f
t he  annua l  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on  con fe rences  i n  t he  Nor th  A t l an t i c  (now
Eas te rn )  reg ion  dur ing  the  1930s,  they  wou ld  d iscover  a  f ie rce  s t rugg le
be tween  S t imson  and  the  na t i ona l  FFA  in  rega rd  to  t he  membersh ip  o f
g i r l s . The na t iona l  FFA adv l  sor  went  to  Massachuset ts  to  inves t iga te
the  ma t te r  o f  gir  sl   be ing 1  n  the FFA and to  check s ta te  laws.  Dur ing
t h e  1930s, t he  de lega tes  t o  t he  Na t i ona l  FFA conven t i on  wen t  beh ind
closed doors to  d iscuss the Massachuset ts  s i tuat ion. S t imson  los t  the
f i g h t  t o  g e t  g i r l s  i n  t h e  F F A . A f te r  S t imson  re t i r ed  i n  1938 ,  t he  ma t -
t e r  o f  a l l ow ing  g i r l s  i n to  t he  FFA  d id  no t  emerge  aga in  un t i l  t he  1960s .

Advoca te  o f  Ba lanced  Educa t i on

I n  t h e  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s o f  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e , m a n y  p e o p l e
were  opposed to  th is  "new" t ype  o f  educa t i on . A  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  d i d
n o t  v i e w  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  b e i n g  w o r t h y  o f  s t u d y . The c lass ica l  schoo l
o f  though t  was  s t i l l  p reva len t  du r ing  the  ear l y  1900s . St imson,  whose
formal  educat ion  was about  as  c lass ica l  as  you cou ld  ge t ,  was  a  s t rong
advoca te  fo r  a  ba lanced  educa t ion  tha t  s t ressed  the  cu l tu ra l  as  we l l  as
t h e  v o c a t i o n a l . He wrote  a  number  o f  ar t ic les  such as  "Whither  Ag r i cu l -
t u r a l  Education? Ba lanced  Educa t i on ”  t ha t  a rgued  f o r  a  ba lanced  educa -
t i on  (S t imson . 1919 .  1933 .  1937) . I n  describing  w h a t  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l
agr i cu l tu re  s tuden t  should- learn, S t lmson  (1937 ,  p.  101) wrote :

T h e  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  p u p i l  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t h e  b e s t  h i s
h i g h  s c h o o l  h a s  t o  o f f e r  I n  d i s c i p l i n e s  g o o d  f o r  u s  s i m p l y
because we are  human be ings . These  shou ld  inc lude  mas te ry
o f  t he  mo the r - tongue ,  acquaintance  w ith  the  bes t  th ings  tha t
have  been  though t  and  sa id  and  done  i n  t he  wo r ld ,  anywhere ,
a n y t i m e ,  a n d  b y  a n y b o d y  .  .  .

Hav ing  a  person  w i th  Stimson's  backg round  and  t ra in ing  a rgu ing  fo r
b a l a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  o n e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  d i d  m u c h
advance  voca t i ona l  educa t i on .

Add i t i ona l  Con t r i bu t ions  o f  Ru fus  S t imson

t:

S t imson  au tho red  more  than  18  a r t i c l es  i n  The  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Educa -
t i o n  M a g a z i n e . He served  as  assoc ia te  ed i to r  o f  the  Voca t iona l  Educa-
t i on  Magaz ine  du r ing  the  1920s  and  au tho red  seve ra l  a r t i c l es  i n  t ha t
magaz 1 ne. He  a lso  wro te  a r t i c les  fo r  the  Quar te r l y  o f  A lpha  Ze ta ,  Busi-
ness Amer l  ca ,  the the  Cong rega t l ona l i s t  and  the
C h r i s t i a n  W o r l d ,  t me r l can  Educa t i on .

S t imson  comp i l ed  the  h i s to ry  o f  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on . The 1942
pub l i ca t i on  o f  the  H ls to ry  o f  Agr i cu l tu ra l  Educa t ion  s tands  a lone  as  the
mos t  au tho r i ta t i ve  work  on  the  h i s to ry  o f  voca t iona l  ag r i cu l tu ra l  educa-
t i o n . St imson a lso  wro te  the  h is to ry  o f  agr icul tural educat ion  in  Mass-
achuset ts ,  wh ich  was 330 pages long.

S t imson  he lped  o rgan ize  and  la te r  se rved  as  p res iden t  o f  the  Amer i -
can  Assoc ia t i on  fo r  t he  Advancemen t  o f  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Teach ing . The AAAAT
was  s ta r ted  in  1910  and  d i sbanded  in  1932  when  it  was dec ided the  work
o f  t h e  g r o u p  c o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  o n  i n  t h e  agr icul tural  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e
Amer i can  Voca t iona l  Assoc ia t i on . S t imson  was  ac t i ve  in  th i s  g roup  and
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of  ten presented papers . Sh lnn  (194 .2 ,  p.  577)  ind ica ted  the  d iscuss ions
of the AAAAT " . .  .  have  con t r i bu ted  t o  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  a  sound  ph i l -
osophy  o f  voca t i ona l  educa t i on  and  to  imp roved  me thods  o f  t each ing  agri-
cul tu re  i n  the  secondary  schools."

What  Can the  Pro fess ion  Learn  f rom St imson?

There  a t -e  a  number  o f  th ings  the  p ro fess ion  shou ld  lea rn  f rom Stim-
son. The  p ro fess ion  needs  to  advoca te  a  ba lanced  educa t ion  fo r  s tu -
dents. Both  “academic?  and  "vocational" sub jec ts  a re  impor tan t . Stim-
son aryued fo r  bo th . As agr icu l tu ra l  educators  we cannot  make the  mis -
take o f  nar rowly  arguing  jus t  f o r  voca t iona l  educa t ion  as  the  p roponen ts
o f  back- to - the-bas ics  a rgue nar rowly  fo r  academic  educat ion .
ress wi l l  be made  i f  we  a rgue  fo r  bo th .

More  p rog -

The pro fess ion  should  be  a  voca l  p roponen t  f o r  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa -
t i o n . S t imson spoke  to  a  va r ie ty  o f  genera l  educa t ion  g roups  and  wro te
in  a  number  o f  d i f f e ren t  j ou rna l s  fo r  t he  cause  o f  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa -
t i o n . As a profession, we  need  to  expand  ou r  aud ience ;  we  p r  imar  i l y
talk  and wr i te  among ourse lves .

The  cu r ren t  t hough t  i n  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on  i s  to make i t  more
s c i e n t i f i c . There  i s  no th ing  wrong  w i th  th i s ,  bu t  the  p ro fess ion  needs
to  be  ca re fu l  t ha t  i t  does  no t  become the  book ish  ag r i cu l tu ra l  sc ience
t h a t  h e l p e d  m o t i v a t e  S t i m s o n  t o  s t a r t  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .
We mus t  no t  fo rge t  the  p rac t i ca l , app l ied  aspec ts  o f  ag r i cu l tu re . T h e
p ro jec t  me thod  o f  t each ing ,  w i t h  sl ight  mod i f i ca t i on ,  cou ld  be  used  t o
t e a c h  s c i e n t i f i c  a g r i c u l t u r e .

The re  i s  a  so l i d  ph i l osoph i ca l  base  i n  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on .  Ou r
ear ly  leaders  were  well  ve rsed  in  ph i losophy  and  h is to ry . This know-
ledge  p rov ided  t he  f ounda t i on  f o r  t he  g row th  o f  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on .
B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e  e a r l y  l e a d e r s  w e r e  able  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y
advance  the  cause  o f  voca t i ona l  educa t i on . Cur rent  and prospect ive
leade rs  i n  ag r i cu l t u ra l  educa t i on  wou ld  do  we l l  t o  l ea rn  more  abou t  t he
h i s to r y  and  ph i l osophy  o f  bo th  voca t i ona l  educa t i on  and  educa t i on  i n
genera l.

Some Final Words

Lamar  (1965 ,  p.  18),
wrote :

in  a  ca l l  f o r  l eadersh ip  f rom the  p ro fess ion ,

O u r  e a r l y  l e a d e r s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a d  v e r y  f e w
gu ide l i nes . T h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d  o n  t o  b l a z e  a  n e w  t r a i l  a n d
develop a new program.
a  t heo re t i ca l

They  had  the  respons ib i l i t y  t o  deve lop
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a g r i c u l -

tu re  wh ich  is  essent ia l  fo r  any  sound program.  The i rs  was the
task  to  deve lop  a  bas ic  ph i l osophy  and  fo rmu la te  the  aim a n d
ob jec t i ves  to  se rve  as  gu ide l ines  fo r  p rogram deve lopment  and
e v a l u a t i o n .

I f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  e m e r g i n g  e r a ,  i s  t o  s e r v e
the  voca t i ona l  educa t i on  needs  o f  t he  ag r i cu l t u ra l  i ndus t r y  as
we l l  as  i t  has  done  so  in  the  e ra  jus t  ended ,  l eaders  in  ag r i -
c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  m u s t  a c q u i r e  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  v i s i o n ,
des i re , d e d i c a t i o n , a n d  c a p a b i l i t y  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e
leaders  who have  car r ied  us  to  th is  po in t .

Rufus St imson was one of  those leaders.
c a n  s t i l l  p r o v i d e  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .

H is  ph i losophy  and  v iews
The  p ro fess ion  canno t  a l l ow

St lmson  to  become the  fo rgo t ten  l eader .
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